MISS TENNESSEE
GENERAL RULES AND SUGGESTIONS FOR CONTESTANTS

1. The Miss Tennessee Scholarship Pageant, Inc., has complete charge of all activities during Pageant Week.  The Miss Tennessee Scholarship Pageant has full authority to make decisions governing contacts with contestants.

2. Contestants are not permitted at any time to enter a cocktail lounge, nightclub, bar, tavern, or inn where liquor is served while competing for the Miss Tennessee title.  Violation of this rule will bring automatic elimination from further competition.  If you are crowned Miss Tennessee, this rule remains in effect throughout your year of service.

3. Contestants are not permitted at any time to dine with a man or to receive male visitors in their rooms.  A hostess must accompany them at all times.  This rule is for the well-being and safety of each contestant.  A contestant will not speak to any man or be in the company of any man, including family members and sponsors, except during scheduled visitation.

4. Media personnel and photographers covering the contestants from their hometowns have approval for interviews and pictures of contestants, provided necessary arrangements are made with the Press Chairperson.  No interviews are allowed unless cleared by Pageant staff and you must be properly chaperoned at all times.

5. The Pageant staff may discontinue any interview that causes distress to the contestant.

6. No one is permitted backstage at any time, except security, stage personnel, and Pageant officials.

7. No one may enter the contestant’s dressing room at any time except authorized personnel.

8. All problems or complaints should be reported to Pageant officials immediately, regardless of how small or large.  A PROBLEM CANNOT BE SOLVED IF NO ONE KNOWS ABOUT IT.

9. There will be no gifts, flowers, etc. accepted at the Civic Center for any contestant.  

10. Contestants should be ready twenty (20) minutes before departure time and be in the lobby.  Tardiness will not be tolerated.

11. Parents are not allowed in a contestant’s room once they have been officially registered.

12. From the moment a contestant arrives in Jackson for the Pageant until the Pageant is completed, a contestant is under the jurisdiction of the Miss Tennessee Scholarship Pageant and must abide by all rules and regulations.

13. Any contestant whose conduct is deemed unbecoming by the Miss Tennessee Scholarship Pageant committee will be disqualified and allowed to return home.

14. Each contestant must provide her own transportation to Jackson for Pageant Week.  Your local pageant is responsible for your travel expense.  During the week, the Miss Tennessee Pageant will provide all transportation to and from Miss Tennessee activities.

15. You are required to wear your badge at all times.

16. LABEL EVERYTHING WITH YOUR NAME, LOCAL TITLE, ADDRESS, AND PHONE NUMBER!  Label shoeboxes, bottoms of shoes, curlers, make-up kits, clothing bags, etc.  Masking tape comes off easily, so use magic marker or pen.  It will be easier if you separate the shoes that you need for competition and will use at the Civic Center from the shoes you will wear for rehearsals and will keep at the room.  All shoes, competition outfits, swimsuit, talent outfits, and production costumes must be labeled.  

17. Bring any and all prescription medicine you might need.  Come prepared with medicines, heating pads, etc., in case of colds, sore throats, cramps, blisters, etc. A doctor will be on-call; you will be responsible for the doctor’s bill.  Also, please attach a copy of your driver’s license and insurance card (front & back) to your Health Information Form.

18. Go on a shopping spree before coming to Jackson.  Be sure to have plenty of your favorite spanx, nail files, lipstick, nail polish and remover, candy, gum, fruit, magazines, etc.  NOTE:  We will shop for you ONLY if there is an EMERGENCY!  Since you will be so prepared, this should be unlikely.  If this service should become necessary, you will pay for your expenses.

19. Dancers:  Be sure to bring extra shoes in case of an emergency and also any bandages you might need.

20. Remember you will be living in an unfamiliar residence.  You will need to bring with you a very good alarm clock, a radio (if desired), your favorite pillow, an extra blanket, make-up mirror or reading material.

21. Smoking will not be permitted.

22. Please check your drapes before dressing, as you can see into your room if they are not properly closed.

23. There will be male Miss Tennessee security guards living where you are to ensure your safety.  Please remember this for proper attire when coming to the main lounge or lobby.  All contestants are to be properly attired with hair and make-up done at all times except in their rooms.  You will want to make sure your nightwear, robes, and lounging outfits are appropriate.  Also, you may want to take a robe to the Civic Center each night to wear when you are not on stage and want to relax.

24. Bring all rehearsal materials with you.   A pillow and afghan for those long rehearsals, and a jacket or sweater because it does get very cold in the Civic Center.  You may also want to bring reading materials or your iPod to help you relax and make time go faster when you are not on stage.

25. A  bag is needed to keep costume jewelry.  Please do not bring expensive jewelry to Jackson in case you misplace it during the rush and confusion backstage.  We are not responsible for your personal items.

26. You will be made aware of all meal times – breakfast, lunch, and dinner.  We urge you to eat and keep your body system on an even keel during the week.  All contestants are required to attend all scheduled meals unless your Working Schedule states “Free Time” for your particular group.

27. In the Civic Center, during rehearsals, it is your responsibility to be within hearing distance of any stage calls that can come at any time.  Therefore, all contestants will remain in the “Holding Room” if you are not on stage.  No contestants will be allowed to sit in the audience.  

28. Bring your cleaned local crown.

29. There will be no notes delivered to a contestant unless first read by a member of the Hostess Committee.  This is for your own protection.  

30. Checkout is a rushed time.  You are responsible for the cleaning of your room and putting trash in the proper place.

31. Any complaints about the room, food, or other services are to be brought to the attention of the Hostess Committee.

32. Contestants are responsible for keeping their rooms neat and orderly.  Organization is the key to success!
33. Each contestant will be issued a door key.  Your door should be locked at all times.  You will be charged $50 if your room key is lost.  Payment will be due before you are allowed to compete.

34. Absolutely no hair rollers are allowed at meal times.  Hair rollers are allowed only in the room.

35. No hair and make-up assistance will be available backstage during pageant week.  No hairdressers or make-up people will be allowed in your room or at the Civic Center.  You are responsible for your own hair and make-up.

36. Rehearsals will be long and strenuous.  Please get rest during Pageant Week when you have free time.

37. Cellular phones are NOT allowed during scheduled activity times.  Phones are to be left in your room or they will be confiscated by your hostess.

38. If I am crowned Miss Tennessee, I will abide to these rules and guidelines:

a) It will be at the discretion of the MISS TENNESSEE SCHOLARSHIP PAGEANT (MTSP) as to what items of the Miss Tennessee competition wardrobe will be kept as part of the official Miss Tennessee Scholarship Pageant wardrobe.

b) Between June and September, Miss Tennessee’s competition wardrobe for the Miss America Pageant will be selected.  Your opinion will be considered but the MTSP will have the final decision on all wardrobing.

c) Miss Tennessee must have a neat, well-groomed appearance at all times.  She must always present herself as “Miss Tennessee”.

d) MTSP is responsible for all preparation for Miss Tennessee to enter the Miss America Pageant.  This preparation is part of your job responsibilities and must be treated as such.  No other opinions will be considered.

e) Miss Tennessee is responsible for any medical expenses incurred during her entire year of service.

f) There are official sponsors that provide certain services for Miss Tennessee.  You may not patronize any business that is in competition with any of our sponsors for these services or engage in advertisements for vendors other than official Miss Tennessee sponsors.

g) You may not under any circumstances speak adversely about any sponsor of the MTSP or the MTSP itself.

h) There will be no unauthorized expenses made by Miss Tennessee and charged to the MTSP.

i) Any violation of these rules will result in relinquishing the title, crown, and any prizes you have received. 
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