



Rita Wilson Howard Resume’

Family:


Married to Gas Physicist/Engineer Charles Peter Howard for 34 years


Have 3 adult sons and 3 grandchildren

Education:


1955-59 - Humboldt, TN. High School (graduated Summa Cum Laude)


1959-61 - University of Mississippi  (attended 2 years)


1963-65 - Northwestern University (Bachelor of Science in Speech/Theatre)


1965-66 - Private Studies in NY:




Actor’s Studio – Joshua Shelley




NYC Ballet Company – Mavis Walters




Jazz Dance - Luigi




Opera – Mae Browner


1966-68 – Attended UCLA toward Master’s Degree in Theatre



      Other Instruction in Los Angeles:




Acting – Jeff Corey




Dance - Arts Ballet Studio




Singing –Rudy Vejar and Sy Miller




Commercials – Maxine Anderson


1968-75 – Studies in London, England:




Acting - Royal Academy of Dramatic Art




Acting - Central School of Speech




Voice – Ursula Boase




Ballet and Opera - Arts Educational Institute 

Miscellaneous Instruction:


Baton Twirling, Clarinet, Piano, Modern Dance, Acrobatics, Trampoline, Archery, Rifle, Judo and Self-Defense, Floral Arranging, Cordon Bleu Cooking, Interior Design, Fashion & Costume Design, Etiquette, modeling, professional make-up, modeling, French, and Washington School of Protocol

Career in USA & Europe:


Train Corporate Executives in Business Etiquette, Interview, & wardrobe

 
Train Pageant contestants in interview and modeling skills


Professional Emcee


Began HRH Vineyard in Humboldt with husband in 2006 


Currently writing 3 books: “How to win” Pageants, Autobiography & a Novel


Professional Commercial Actress & Voice-Over specialist 

Former Professional Actress, Singer, Dancer - Films, TV, Nightclubs, and Theatre


Former Professional Print, Fashion and TV model

Current Charities:


One of the Founders of First Cumberland Presbyterian Church in Humboldt.


VP & Gala Chair for Humboldt Hospital Healthcare Foundation


Official Spokesperson for West TN Strawberry Festival


45-Year Silver Patron of Miss Tennessee Pageant


Board of Humboldt Downtown Development

Board of Gibson County Red Cross


Alumni Interview Consultant for Northwestern University


Friend of the West Tennessee Regional Art Center


Member of Gibson County Arts Association


Member of West Tennessee Strawberry Festival/Historical Museum


Steering Committee for Gibson County Cultural Center

Honors:

   Pageants:


Winner of 89 out of 105 beauty/talent pageants including:



Miss Midsouth Fair 1958 



National Sweetheart 1959



Miss Tennessee America 1961



Miss Tennessee World 1962



Miss Dixie 1962

Coached numerous title winners in Tennessee, Arkansas, Mississippi,

Michigan, Florida, and Illinois

Appeared on “To Tell the Truth” in 1964 as ‘the woman who had won the most pageants in the world.’

   Baton:


National Baton Twirling Hall of Fame


Certified NBTA, AAU, & TU judge and coach


Drum Major/Feature Twirler for Humboldt High School Band


Drum Major/Feature Twirler for Ole Miss Rebel Band


Tennessee USTA & NBTA state Twirl & Strut Champion


National NBTA Strut Champion


Runner-up to ‘Miss Majorette of America’ 1959


Coached 57 National baton champions in various baton-related competitions


Coached National Champion Drill Team 

  Scholastic:


National Merit Scholar


Full Scholarship to Ole Miss in Band and Academics


Full Scholarship to Northwestern from Miss TN & Miss Dixie


Cwens Scholastic Sorority, Tau Beta Sigma Music Sorority, Phi Beta Fraternity, 


Kappa Kappa Gamma Sorority Honor Scholarship

Recent Awards:


“Crystal Legacy” award in 2002 for service to the Miss America Foundation
“Honoree of the Year” in 2004 for the Gibson County Arts Association

